
Prayer and Mission 
Session 4: Sanctuary 
	
  
1: is sanctuary always a church building? 

How do we ensure that we create places of sanctuary for people, is sanctuary only to be found in church buildings?  

2: What does safety look like? 

For many people safety is not just a physical place how can we help people feel safe in the expression of their beliefs, their fears, their problems and 
the struggles they face? 

Read aloud Psalm 91 

How does this Psalm impact you? 

“At last I feel safe” 

Brian talks of praying that we provide the world places of refuge, how realistic is this? The more broken people are the more challenging it is to help 
them, what’s the solution?  

How do we help without putting ourselves in danger, or is there always risk involved in providing sanctuary? 

Read  james 2: 14 -18       

What James is talking about is faith and action, we can believe in sanctuary, in safety but we actually need to do something about it.   

“Sanctuary is linked to hospitality” this could also mean that “Hospitality is more than just sharing food with people but it’s actually about 
sharing life with people” a big challenge that will involve a lot of work, both in faith and in deeds! 

As a group discuss ways in which you can create sanctuary and safety for others. 

Reflect 

Someone once said “people don’t go where the action is they go where the love is” how does that statement make you feel? 

Sanctuary, security, safety people feel these things when they are loved. 

“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. Love doesn’t strut, Doesn’t have a swelled 
head, Doesn’t force itself on others, Isn’t always “me first,” Doesn’t fly off the handle, Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, Doesn’t revel when others 
grovel, Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, Puts up with anything, Trusts God always, Always looks for the best, Never looks back, But keeps going 
to the end.”  

Spend a moment reflecting on the love of god for you, on coming under his wing and what that feels like. 

Pray 

Father God, we pray that we would be people who created sanctuaries. Give us the capacity to love, give us the imagination to dream and give us the 
strategy to make our dreams reality. We want to create safe places for others that they may come under the shelter of your wing and find sanctuary in 
you. For the sake of Your Kingdom, Amen 


